
AMEREN’S REPSONSE TO QUESTlONS 
APRIL 17, 2000 

jThe followinq responses are on behalf of AmerenClPS and AmerenUE. and are 
underlined as set forth below) w:.rF cL.F,lE’s OFi-lc:;: 

ComEd representatives recently stated during Commerce Commission Electric Policy 
Meetings and during legislative forums that the provisions of the Electric Service 
Customer Choice and Rate Relief Law of 1997 (Customer Choice Law) are working 
well and that there is robust development of retail competition in the ComEd service 
territory. How are these statements reconciled by ComEd with the filing of this Petition 
in which ComEd requests a substantial change, on a very expedited basis, in the 
market value determination? 

Ameren’s response: Not applicable 

The ComEd Petition states that the expeditious approval of this Petition is in the public 
interest because it will promote the ongoing transition to a fully competitive retail 
market bv providing additional ooportunities for savinas to CUStOf?lerS. (Emphasis 
added.) Please explain. 

.+ Ameren’s response: It is Ameren’s view that the greatest impediment to 
the transition to ‘a fullv competitive market in Illinois is due to the flaws inherent in the 
Neutral Fact Finder process and the fact that such orocess has set the “market value” 
too low. ij The Commission’s approval of ComEd’s filina of an index-based market value 
will help to remove that impediment. 

Assuming that the summer market value reflected in ComEd’s current tariffs is too low 
and therefore that the current transition charge is too high, and further assuming that 
ComEd’s proposal in this proceeding is not approved, indicate how, if at all, ComEd 
will propose that its transition charge be changed? 

Ameren’s resoonse: Not apulicable. 

Due to the vagaries of the retail electric market and other considerations, what are the 
benefits and/or detriments to ComEd recommending to the Commission that this tariff 
be effective for a defined time period rather than for an indefinite time period. And what 
would be the appropriate defined time period, if any. 

Ameren’s response: Ameren has no response at this time. 



Indicate whether the attorney(s) representing ComEd in this proceeding are also 
representing Unicorn Energy, Inc. in this or any other Commission proceeding. Also, 
indicate if any other attorney(s) representing a utility in this proceeding are also 
representing a retail electric supplier (RES) affiliated with that utility in this or any other 
Commission proceeding; or, if representing a RES in this proceeding, are any such 
attorney(s) also representing a utility affiliated with that RES in this or any other 
Commission proceeding. 

Ameren’s response: the attornev representing Ameren in this proceeding 
is not representina any RES affiliated with Ameren in this or anv other Commission 
proceedino. 

The proposed tariffs contained in the Petition are applicable only to ComEd. Given the 
current status of competition and choice in Illinois, how, if at all, would the approval of 
this proposal affect the adoption of market index based tariffs to determine market 
value by other electric utilities in Illinois as well as the development of retail competition 
in service territories in Illinois other than the ComEd service territory? 

Ameren’s resuonse: As noted in Ameren’s Petition for Leave to 
Intervene, ComEd attached to its Petition an affidavit of Mr. Robert J. Mill on behalf of 
Ameren. In this affidavit. Mr. Mill stated that Ameren planned “to modifv its market 
value (mv) calculation so that our aoproach will be as similar to ComEd’s as is feasible 
given differences in our relevant markets and operations”. Further, Mr. Mill stated that 
“Ameren mans to file revised tariffs in the comino months to implement this approach”. 
(Affidavit, p. 1) 

Thus, in Ameren’s view, the approval bv the Commission of ComEd’s 
Petition would send a signal that it would be appropriate and desirable for Ameren to 
file a similar petition. 
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